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Happening Now at ELTSociety

Webinars & Interviews 
New monthly webinars and interviews are out now!

Learn more about the topics that are most relevant today in the field of
English language testing by joining us for our monthly webinars.
Certificates are granted to attendees of the live session.  
All webinar sessions are recorded and uploaded to the ELTSociety
website so that all members can access them, even if unable to attend
the live session. 

Webinar Link:
https://eltsociety.org/assessment-literacy-webinars/

Interviews Link:
https://eltsociety.org/interviews/

Check out Testing in Ten- the ELTSociety video series where
professionals in the field of English Language Testing share their
knowledge and expertise with ELTSociety members in 10 minute
interviews. 

2023 Membership Renewal Deadline 

Membership Link:
https://eltsociety.org/membership/

ELTSociety membership year is April 1st to March 31st. Mark your



calendar so you don’t forget to renew your registration! Use the link above
for more details on ELTSociety membership and registration. 

The 2023 ELTSociety Annual Conference

ELTSociety Annual Conference Information Link:
https://eltsociety.org/annual-virtual-conference/

Planning for the ELTSociety 2023 Video Conference is happening now,
we are currently accepting proposals, follow the link for more details.

The 2023 ELTSociety Spring Symposium 

Thank you to everybody who attended the symposium! We had such a
great turn out.
Unfortunately the session was not recorded but copies of the presenters’
PowerPoints will be made available on eltsociety.org, links to access
these PowerPoints will also be sent to Symposium attendees. 
Follow up work shops are in the works so please be on the look out for
updates! 
A summer Symposium is planned for early June. Theme
recommendations are welcome! Please see the Community
Announcements section for details!

Meet Our Members!



Christine Coombe
 

Christine Coombe has a Ph.D in Foreign/Second Language Education from The
Ohio State University.  She is currently an Associate Professor of General Studies at
Dubai Men’s College in the UAE.  She has spent the past 30 years living and working

in the Gulf. She has published 57 books in areas like testing and assessment,
leadership in ELT, research methods, teacher effectiveness, TBLT and teacher

professionalism among others.  Her most recent honor was being named to the US
Department of State’s 30@30 English language specialists in 2021.  This list

recognizes ElSpecs who have made an impact on the teaching and training of
English language teachers around the world in the last 30 years. When she is not

engaging in ELTSociety and TESOL development, she enjoys travelling (147
countries visited and counting….), scuba diving, reading and Netflix!

 

 Meet Our Members! is a space where we recognize our
members and what they do.
For a chance to be featured in the next issue,
contact us at info@eltsociety and let us know that you’re interested in being
featured. If selected we will need your name, a short bio, and a picture of you. 

Community Announcements 

Coming soon: Preparations for the ELTSociety 2023 Annual Conference are
in progress. Be on the lookout for our emails so you don’t miss out on
registration dates, special guests, announcements, and more! 

The ELTSociety Summer Symposium is planned for early June 2023.
Theme recommendations are welcome! Please send your ideas to us at



the following email address: ccoombe@hct.ac.ae

Do you have an announcement relevant to English language testing that you
would like to make to the ELTSociety community for the August Newsletter?

Send it to info@eltsociety.org with the subject line: Announcement Submission.
Please include a brief description, relevant contact information, links, and images
(optional). 
 

The Community Scoop 

Discover English language testing community updates here!

Language Testing and Assessment Current Trends and Scholarly
News

Some recent trends and developments in the field of language testing and
assessment in 2022 and 2023 include a) increased use of technology: with the
advent of new technologies, language testing and assessment have become
more technologically advanced. Computer-based language tests and online
assessment tools are becoming increasingly common; b) shift towards
performance-based assessment: performance-based assessment, which
assesses language proficiency in authentic situations and tasks, is gaining
popularity over traditional forms of language testing such as multiple-choice
tests; c) focus on task authenticity and validity: there is growing emphasis on
the authenticity and validity of language tests, with more attention being paid to
the relevance and authenticity of test tasks; d) increased attention to social and
cultural factors: there is greater recognition of the importance of social and



cultural factors in language testing and assessment. This includes considering
the cultural backgrounds of test-takers and how cultural factors may impact
language proficiency; e) more emphasis on assessing language use in
context: there is a greater focus on assessing language use in real-world
contexts, such as in academic or professional settings, as opposed to solely
testing grammar and vocabulary knowledge, and finally f) self-
assessment that can help learners to better understand their own strengths and
weaknesses, set realistic goals for language learning, and take greater
ownership of their own learning process.

Noteworthy recent publications:

Aryadoust, V. (2023). The vexing problem of validity and the future of second language

assessment. Language Testing, 40(1), 8–14. https://doi.org/10.1177/02655322221125204

 

Butler, Y. (2023). Self-assessment in second language learning. Language Teaching, 1-15.

doi:10.1017/S0261444822000489

 

Dimova, S. (2022). Performance-Based Speaking Tests: Possibilities in Local Language

Testing. Language Teaching Research Quarterly, 29, 120-133.

Sadeghi, K., & Douglas, D. (Eds.). (2023). Fundamental considerations in technology mediated language

assessment. Taylor & Francis.

 

Schoonen, R. (2022). The psycholinguistics of second language assessment. In S. Loewen &

P. Trofimovich (Eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Second Language Acquisition and Psycholinguistics

(1st ed., pp. 13-25). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003018872

 

Forthcoming Major Language Testing Conferences 2023

Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE) Conference26-28 April, 2023 in Madrid,

Spain: https://www.alte.org/

American Association for Applied Linguistics (AAAL) Conference, March 18-21, 2023 in Portland,



Oregon. https://www.aaal.org/

International Language Testing Association/Language Testing Research Colloquium Conference, June 5-

9, 2023 in New York City. https://ltrc2023.weebly.com/

European Association for Language Testing and Assessment (EALTA) Conference, June 13-18, 2023

in Helsinki, Finland. http://www.ealta.eu.org/conferences.htm

written by: Dr. Kyle Lachini

ELTSociety Q&A

Get to know us better with ELTSociety Q&A!

Q: What is the ELTSsociety mission?
A: The ELTSociety mission is to provide professional development in English
language testing and assessments to teachers from around the world, who use
English as a medium of instruction.

Q: Can ELTSociety members suggest topics for online/face-to-face
training events? If so, how?

A: Yes! Members are always welcome to contact us with inquiries and
feedback by emailing us at info@eltsociety.org. Be sure to clarify in the subject
line if your email is an “Inquiry” or “Topic Suggestion”.

Q: Which publications do ELTSociety members have access to?



A: ELTSociety members have access to all ELTSociety publications. They can
be found under the Blog Archive section of our website by using the following
link: https://eltsociety.org/elts-literature/
 

Get Involved

Looking for a proactive role at ELTSociety?

See the current active committees and events below for involvement opportunities.

Newsletter Committee

1 volunteer position open:

1. Communications expert    

Contact: Email us at alejandra@eltsociety.org for more information. 

Submit your writing

 The ELTSociety Blog forum is live and submissions are open now. Your writing
could be featured on the next biannual newsletter!

Contact: To send us your submission or to learn more about blog
submissions, use button below to visit our website.

If you would like to be alerted to more opportunities:

Please contact us at info@eltsociety.org with “Get involved” in the subject line.
We will add you to our volunteers mailing list.

 

Submissions



ELTSociety Publications 

Read thought provoking blog posts written by other ELTSociety members.

What Aspects of Speaking Can AI Assess?
By: Tetsuya Yasukochi

 

 In AI, the movie by Steven Spielberg, the robot child named David attains what
most experts consider almost impossible for AI to achieve, the ability to love.
With this level of technology, it would be possible for AI graders to assess every
aspect of test takers' speaking skills.

    On the other hand, in the movie Blade Runner, the protagonist, portrayed by
the beloved Harrison Ford, distinguishes a replicant from a human through



conversation. It goes as follows: "One more question. You're watching a stage
play. A banquet is in progress. The guests are enjoying an appetizer of raw
oysters. The entree consists of boiled dog." When the subject responds
normally to this question, the protagonist knows she is a replicant. In this
example, the AI is not good at assessing how coherent or logical the
conversation or passage is.

   These movie scenes aside, we experimented on what aspects of speaking AI
is good at accessing. We used two subjects. One was a level-C1-plus speaker
(Subject A). His ability had been proven by many tests, including iTEP, IELTS,
TEAP, EIKEN, and G-CAS, and their indicators showed his ability is at C1-plus
on average. The other subject's speaking ability was at B2, proven almost in
the same way (Subject B). 

   These two subjects took a widely accepted AI speaking assessment created
by a British company five times each in two days. This test can assess test
takers' speaking skills in a dozen minutes and show the score instantly in a few
minutes. Several hours apart, they took the test, and Subject A changed the
way he spoke slightly every time. On the first attempt, Subject A got 68 out of
80, which is a mediocre score considering his overall speaking skills. On the
fifth attempt, he got 77, which was close to the maximum score. Subject B's
first score was 62, and the last score was 63. Her best score was 66. Her
scores were mostly stable...  

   

Continue reading at eltsociety.org:

The Reading Review 

An honest and in depth look at books on English language testing 

Continue reading



The Routledge Handbook of Language Testing

The latest book published in language testing and assessment is "The
Routledge Handbook of Language Testing" edited by Glenn Fulcher and Fred
Davidson, which was published in 2021.

This handbook is an extensive and comprehensive resource for anyone
interested in the field of language testing and assessment. The book covers a
wide range of topics related to language testing, including theoretical
perspectives, test development and design, assessment of different language
skills, test administration and scoring, and test use and impact.

One of the strengths of this book is the inclusion of chapters on newer topics
such as technology-based testing, testing for specific purposes, and ethics and
fairness in language testing. The handbook also provides examples of
language tests used in different contexts and settings, and the authors draw on
research from a variety of languages and cultures. The chapters are well-
organized and written in an accessible style, with clear explanations and useful
examples. The book also includes extensive references and further reading
suggestions for those interested in exploring the topics further.

On the positive side, this handbook provides a comprehensive and in-depth
overview of the field of language testing, covering a wide range of topics and
including up-to-date research from a variety of languages and cultures. The
chapters are well-organized and written in an accessible style, making the book
a useful resource for students, educators, researchers, and practitioners in the
field.



However, one limitation of the book is its heavy focus on traditional language
testing methods, which may not fully capture the complexities and nuances of
language use in real-world contexts. While the book does include some
chapters on newer topics such as technology-based testing and testing for
specific purposes, there is still a significant emphasis on standardized,
decontextualized tests. Another potential limitation of the book is its narrow
focus on formal language assessment, which may overlook the important role
of informal and non-standardized assessments in language learning and use.
While the book acknowledges the importance of informal assessments such as
teacher observations and self-assessment, there is less discussion of how
these assessments can be effectively integrated into language teaching and
learning. In addition, while the book includes extensive references and further
reading suggestions, it may be overwhelming for readers who are new to the
field of language testing and assessment. The book assumes a certain level of
prior knowledge and may be more suitable as a reference work for advanced
students and practitioners.

Overall, "The Routledge Handbook of Language Testing" is a valuable resource
for those interested in the field of language testing and assessment, but it may
benefit from a more critical and inclusive approach to language assessment,
and more guidance for readers who are new to the field.

Written by: Dr. Kyle Lachini

Want more ELTSociety content? Follow us on our socials !



LinkedIn YouTube Facebook

See you again next time in the August edition of
ELTSociety News!

Thank you
 

ELTSociety wishes to thank our members, sponsors, and the Newsletter Committee
for making this first issue of ELTSociety News possible. 

Newsletter Committee Credits

Dr. Kyle Lachini - Lead writer & volunteer



Carl Holtman - Lead editor & volunteer 
Sophia Skoufaki - Writer & volunteer 

Alejandra Belanger - Committee coordinator, designer/editor 

For more information about the Newsletter Committee or to volunteer, please contact
alejandra@eltsociety.org with the subject line ELTSociety News.
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